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Transportation is a major 
contributor to the 

climate crisis

• Transportation emissions 
come from gasoline, 
diesel, propane, ethanol, 
and biodiesel

• Most transportation 
emissions are caused by 
combustion engine light-
duty vehicles

• Combustion engine 
vehicles release a variety 
of pollutants:

• Carbon dioxide
• Carbon monoxide
• Nitrogen oxides
• Volatile organic compounds
• Particulate matter



Portland's 
carbon 
emissions are 
trending in the 
right 
direction...
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…but we’re 
heading in the 
wrong 
direction on 
transportation

Change in transportation emissions 
Last year of data Since 1990

+6.4% +8%



Our transportation 
system is currently 
inequitable

Not everyone has the same transportation options, 
and burdens are getting worse due to gentrification 
and displacement 
• Almost 31% of Black households do not have a vehicle. 

Just under 14% of white households do not have a vehicle
• Average commute times for Black commuters are 20% 

longer than white commuters



Our transportation 
system is currently 
inequitable

Transportation is expensive, and current prices 
in our system are regressive
• Car ownership is expensive, often 2nd 

highest household expense after housing
• Gas tax & vehicle registration fees are regressive



Our transportation 
system is currently 
inequitable

Communities of color, low-income communities and 
people with disabilities face disproportionate 
impacts:
• Pollution, climate and health risks
• Safety risks and crash rates
• Legacy of displacement and neighborhood impacts 



Uneven pollution, uneven health risks 

Uneven 
pollution… 
uneven health 
risks



Transportation Decarbonization Plan

• Densification/Strategic Land Use 
Policies  

• Commute Mode Shift

• Fuel Switching Strategy:
• EVs
• Renewable Diesel
• Renewable Natural Gas
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Portland EVs & Equity 
Approach





A just transportation transition

Tackling the transportation 
challenges we face today…
• Few people of color in the 

workforce
• Carbon emissions and climate 

impact
• Public health risks
• Neighborhood disruption
• Inequitable access
• High costs 

…creates opportunities for a 
more just transportation future
• Career opportunities for people 

of color
• Expanded access to alternative 

fuels and low carbon options
• Public health solutions
• Placemaking projects
• Addressing disparities
• More affordable options



Aligning transportation opportunities with 
PCEF priorities



Clean Energy Programs
+ transportation

Existing community-led 
example: 
• Community Electric Bike 

Program (Forth, 11th Hour 
Project, Community Cycling 
Center, genZe, Andando En 
Bicicletas En Cully, PCC)

Other ideas:
• E-bike subscription or bulk 

buy program
• EV tech, maintenance and 

infrastructure 
opportunities

• Micro-mobility hubs 



Workforce Development
+ transportation

Existing community-led 
example: 
• NE 72nd Green Street (Verde 

Builds, Colas Construction, 
PBOT, other contractors)

Other ideas:
• Green transportation job 

training programs:
• Tech and innovation
• Planning and engineering
• Construction, maintenance and 

operations
• Outreach and community 

engagement

• Business and 
entrepreneurship

• Sustainable freight and food 
transportation

• Car-share
• Micro-transit



Green infrastructure
+ transportation

Existing community-led 
example: 
• Green feature installation 

and maintenance 
alongside sustainable 
transportation projects 
(Verde landscape)

Other ideas:
• “Green up the 

neighborhood 
greenways”: Programs to 
plant and maintain 
green infrastructure 
along bike greenways



Innovation
+ transportation

Existing community-led 
example: 
• Affordable Housing 

Transportation Wallet (PBOT, 
Hacienda CDC, APANO, Home 
Forward, Reach CDC, Cascadia 
Behavioral Healthcare, Portland 
Community Reinvestment 
Initiative, Central City Concern, 
NW Housing Alternatives, Rose 
CDC, Human Solutions Inc, 
Innovative Housing Inc)

Other ideas:
• EV charging infrastructure 

powered by community-owned 
renewable energy

• Transportation wallet concept 
for small businesses, others

• Youth-focused programs (e.g. 
SUN Community School 
model)

• Outreach, engagement and 
encouragement programs



What questions do you have about the 
connection between transportation and 

our clean energy future?

What role can PBOT and BPS play in 
supporting community-led 

transportation solutions through PCEF?


	The Role of Transportation in Climate Justice
	Presentation contents
	Transportation is a major contributor to the �climate crisis
	Portland's carbon emissions are trending in the right direction...
	…but we’re heading in the wrong direction on transportation
	Our transportation system is currently inequitable
	Our transportation system is currently inequitable
	Our transportation system is currently inequitable
	Slide Number 9
	Transportation Decarbonization Plan
	Portland EVs & Equity Approach
	Slide Number 12
	A just transportation transition
	Aligning transportation opportunities with �PCEF priorities
	Clean Energy Programs�+ transportation
	Workforce Development�+ transportation
	Green infrastructure�+ transportation
	Innovation�+ transportation
	�What questions do you have about the connection between transportation and our clean energy future?���What role can PBOT and BPS play in supporting community-led transportation solutions through PCEF? 

