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This memo provides some data sources and research for PCEF committee members to learn more about 
housing and energy disparities around the Portland area. A number of regional and statewide 
organizations provide incentives and/or direct services to reduce household energy use, encourage 
renewables, and lower people’s energy bills. There are income and racial disparities evident in the 
energy burden in Portland. Energy burden is the percentage of household income that is spent on 
electricity, natural gas, and heating; a household is generally considered energy burdened if they spend 
more than six percent of their income on home energy.   

According to the report “Reducing the Energy Burden in Oregon Affordable Housing” Published by 
Oregon Department of Energy, Oregon Public Utility Commission and Oregon Housing and Community 
Services, January 2019, there is an estimated $21.8 million and 75,873 metric tons of CO2e could be 
saved annually through cost-effective energy efficiency measures performed in low-income households 
in Multnomah county. Note that while substantial in aggregate, the annual savings to individual 
customers only averages around 10 percent; cost-effective efficiency alone will not eliminate energy 
burden in most low-income households.  

Additional information and resources:  
 
Community Energy Project, 2018-19 Equity Report: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1juC8FxD9yEqe0pG3dARFJFH-MZC6k0Nr/view  
 
Energy Trust of Oregon, Annual Report to PUC and Directors : 
https://www.energytrust.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2018.Annual.Report.OPUC_.pdf  
 
Oregon Housing and Community Services: 
https://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/pdfs/2017-Poverty-Report-Summary.pdf 
 
https://www.oregon.gov/energy/Get-Involved/Documents/2018-BEEWG-Ten-Year-Plan-Energy-
Burden.pdf 
 
The snapshot on the next page is a high-level snapshot developed by Oregon Housing and Community 
Services as part of the Ten Year Energy Plan, focusing on the need and opportunity for energy efficiency 
improvements in the region. These models reflect countywide opportunities for energy and greenhouse 
gas savings, not just specific to Portland.  
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County Case Study: Multnomah County 
 

 

 

 

 

Savings Potential 

Multnomah County 

Multnomah County has the highest savings 
potential of the State, with over $21 million of 
cost-effective energy efficiency savings 
achievable in low-income housing. 

 Multnomah County houses 22% of the 
total low-income population in Oregon. 

 Almost 1/3 of all multifamily low-income 
households live in Multnomah. 

 76% of housing units in Multnomah 
were built before 1990, which means 
they were built to less rigorous energy 
efficiency standards than a home built 
today. 

 Multnomah’s total energy gap for 
households <200% FPL is $57,927,455. 
This gap could be reduced significantly 
via energy efficiency improvements, by 
$21,813,688. 

 Energy efficiency in residential low-
income households in Multnomah could 
result in cost-effectively reducing the 
State’s greenhouse gas emissions by 
75,873 metric tons of CO2e. 

Energy Affordability Gap 

$57,927,455 
Total gap for energy burdened 
households < 200% FPL 

$718 
Average gap for energy burdened 
households < 200% FPL 

Energy Savings Potential 

$21,813,688 
Total dollar savings from energy 
efficiency in low-income housing 

164,388,687 kWh 
Total electric energy savings in low 
-income housing 

2,757,634 therms 
Total gas energy savings in low -
income housing 

76% Housing units built prior to 1990 

State Low Income 
Multifamily Housing

31%

State Low Income
Manufactured Housing

6%

State Low Income
Single Family

19%

State Low Income
Population

22%

75,873 
Total GHG savings in low income 
housing 

metric tons  
CO2e 
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